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= BTS Trip to India

"""""" he development of BTS in recent years is God’s miraculous act among the Baptist
A 8,_ 5 family in Singapore. BTS moved to the current site at Upper Serangoon Road in 2012
a Feature Atticle with a student population of 60. We thought then it would take at least ten years to grow to
o BTS New Faculty meets the needs of churches in a rapidly changing world. We have just crossed over from

' 2014 to 2015, and currently our student population is more than 90. To say that BTS has
~no 7 developed rapidly is one thing; it is important to see that the needs are rising and urgent
O too. It is right to say that God has grown BTS in these years; it is all the more important
= 4th Pillar of Leadership Serinar to see that God is asking us to embrace the opportunities He has prepared for us. | do

Alurnni Updates not believe that God grows BTS for the sake of size. | am convinced that God grows BTS
© Financial Report because He has missional tasks and dreams for BTS. Because of this belief, | begin this

. . New Year’'s message with an appeal to you to embrace the ministry opportunities God has
o prepared for us.
= 2015 July Enrolment The 90 students registered in our programs are almost equally divided between the Chinese-

Doctor of Ministry Studies speaking and English-speaking tracks. In recent years, the number of Singaporean

students has increased significantly and it has become clear that BTS is serving the region
without overlooking our home base. To say it differently but remaining equally affirming, the
churches in Singapore have come alongside BTS to tread the path of ministry.

With these opportunities prepared by God, BTS has been praying and striving to live up
to the opportunities. In 2013 and 2014, BTS earned accreditations from Asia Theological

Association (ATA) and The Association for Theological Education in South East Asia
P Ay . (ATESEA). While the two accreditation agencies affirmed the theological education BTS
W bis.org 52 has been providing, both noted the areas which BTS should seek to improve-to increase
Edlior-In-Chisf Dr Sun Poling number of holdings in its library and the number of faculty members.

Execuilve Edltor (English) D
! e Bdttor (Chinese) D

! R At the end of 2014, BTS finished a renovation project for the library. As a result, we
Trading Services o managed to arrange the space so that the library will be able to hold several thousand
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more volumes in years to come. To meet the rising number of
students and the need of course offerings, recruitment of faculty
members cannot be compromised. BTS prayerfully continues to
look for and invite lecturers who share our vision and commitment
to the cause of mission in ministering to the needs in the region.
Our responses to these needs require your prayer so that they
can become your responses to the needs.

The above mentioned renovation project and the cost to recruit 1

faculty member is a cause of the recent deficit, but the year of
surplus (2013-2014) has been a reminder that God will carry us,
and that His faithful people will accompany us in our journey of
ministry.

To end this message, | am proud to announce that Rev. Dr.
Swee Kwee Sim has joined BTS as a part-time lecturer (English- 3
speaking). Rev. Sim is a gifted and experienced leader whose
leadership in BTS’ Board and the Convention are greatly admired.

We are grateful that at this juncture God has sent Rev. Sim to
serve with BTS in the front line. Welcome, Dr. Sim!

Let us give thanks to God:
1. That He has prepared ministry opportunities for us.

3. That

Let us pray to God:
. That

. That

. That

A Word by the President Dr. Sun Poling (contd.) & 25th Anniversary Celebration Service

2. That He continues to send students for

ministry preparation.

library renovation
completed.

is

project

BTS will know
how to prepare for the
opportunities God has
prepared.

churches  will
come alongside BTS
to respond to God.

churches  will
come alongside to
address the needs
in the region.

An Evening of Celebration, Thanksgiving,

and Appreciation

The BTS 25th Anniversary celebrations closed on 18 October
with a thanksgiving and celebration service held at Queenstown
Baptist Church. Celebration events were spread across 2014,
with the BTS Retreat in January, the introduction of the BTS
Lecture Series in July, and four Pillars of Leadership training
seminars from February to November. The final event, the
celebration service, bore the same theme as the vyear-long
celebrations: “Renew Your Deeds in our Day.” A dinner to express
appreciation to BTS’ supporters and well-wishers preceded
the service.

At the service, six Baptist church choirs and the BTS student choir
participated in a program filled with worship music and readings
from the book of Habakkuk. The newly composed BTS Anthem,
“‘Rich toward God, Freely for Him,” was introduced and sung for
the first time at a public service. As the worship hall filled up,
leaving only standing room, we realised that the turnout was much
more than expected. What an encouragement, to remind us of
a year that has seen so much of God’s blessings and favour!
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Dr Oliver Visit & BTS Trip to India

Visit by New Union University President

The start of the second semester in January was made all the more significant by the visit of Dr Samuel “Dub”
Oliver, and his wife Susie. Dr Oliver is the newly appointed President of Union University who joined the university
in June 2014. He was previously university president of East Texas Baptist University. With him in Singapore were
Dr Kelvin Moore and his wife Cathy. Dr Moore is the director of Union University’s Doctor of Ministry program.

Dr Oliver, who taught a doctoral seminar in Strategic Planning for Ministry from 12 to 15 January, holds a Doctor of
Philosophy degree in educational administration and is a licensed Baptist minister. His predecessor, Dr David S
Dockery, visited BTS four years ago in response to an invitation to give lectures at the seminary’s 21st anniversary
celebration. The visit was an initial contact that eventually resulted in a formal partnership between the two institu-
tions to offer Union University’s Doctor of Ministry in Expository Preaching program in Singapore.

Dr Oliver’s travel to Singapore is his first trip out of the US as university president after taking office, and his visit
represents the university’s continuing interest to build partnerships with believers in Asia: “l am deeply grateful
for our partnership with BTS, and | look forward to the continued development of our program and to finding new
opportunities to collaborate. Singapore is a strategic hub for reaching all of Asia with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

The Doctor of Ministry program in Singapore presently has ten students, with two in their final phase of dissertation
work. It is hoped that this program will provide an
affordable option for pastors and leaders of Christian
organisations who desire to refresh their learning and
upgrade their skills through a quality program of study
offered locally. Another outcome of the mutual
cooperation between BTS and Union University was
when student Faith Buan spent two semesters at the
university last year as an exchange student. The music and
theology courses she took there could be credited to her
MDiv studies at BTS.

BTS President Dr Sun said, “With the visit of Dr
Oliver, the President of Union University, we look forward to
further enhancing of the partnership between the two
institutions and consequently be a blessing to many
others. Welcome, Dr and Mrs Oliver!”

Above: Dr Oliver speaking at the BTS’ first chapel service of the semester,
with Pastor Nehemiah Quek interpreting.

Bottom: Dr Oliver with the DMin candidates. Union’s DMin Director, Dr
Kelvin Moore, and BTS’ Dean of Academic Studies, Dr Fong, are
also in the picture.

BTS Trlp to lndia Nimrod Embalzado (Final Year BTh)

Jesus said that the poor would always be with us. This timeless truth is a reality in many parts of the world, and very
much so in Kolkata, India. BTS organised a trip to Kolkata from 17 to 23 December with a team of eight students
(of five nationalities), and two Baptist church members.

The city of Kolkata is mixture of colonial past, contemporary cultural vibrancy and political expression. It is also a
place where many heroes of the faith gave their lives. It is very inspiring to visit and see the places of their ministry.
We visited Serampore College, which was founded by William Carey, the Father of Modern Missions; the
Missionaries of Charity where the world renowned Mother Teresa spent most of her life; and the Morrison Memorial
Home, where the unsung hero John Russell Morisson spent his life serving abandoned children. At the Morrison
Home, we gave Christmas gifts to the children and shared the gospel message with them. The team also spent
time with our host Reverend J and his family. We thought of them as modern day heroes who dedicate their lives
to raise the future Christian leaders who will continue the work of God in India. At the close of the trip, we joined
the Christmas celebration of the Prem Ghar shelter where the couple R and J ministered to women victimised in
human trafficking. It was very inspiring to see how God use ordinary people whose lives are dedicated to Him, and
make them heroes in others’ lives.




Feature Article

Theological Reflection as a Mentoring Paradigm
in Theological Field Education

Dr Sim Swee Kee

In the 1997 Conference for the ANZATE (The
Australian - New Zealand Association of Theological
Field Educators), pastoral theologian John Chalmers
made a plea: “On the cusp of a new millennium, we
Field Educators must embrace theological reflection
(TR) as the very heart of the supervisory relationship.”
This call is even more pertinent in view of the role of
the pastor-theologian to guide the church in theological
and practical issues encountered daily. Jesse Jaison
notes, “Struggles of life analyzed in theological and
ethical deliberations often call for a review of our
perception and practice of theology.”

Whatis TR? Simply stated in the words of Howard Stone
and James Duke, it is “faith seeking understanding.”
Pattinson defines it further as, “A critical conversation
which takes place between the Christian tradition, the
student’s own faith presuppositions and a particular
contemporary situation. In other words, TR is a
method of theologizing. It brings a contemporary
experience into a fruitful dialogue with the Christian
faith, respectful of the emotions evoked with the goal
being to interpret the experience so as to understand
God’s will and action in the world, and to formulate an
appropriate pastoral response to a situation.

Such skill is necessary for both seminarians and
pastors as they wrestle with everyday issues where our
faith must touch lives and our lives touch our faith. The
exercise of the Christian faith must bear its belief of the
truth and the presence of God in the world. Equipping
seminarians and pastors with skills and strategies to
enable them to reflect theologically is necessary for
the integration of theology and its praxis so that there
is consistency between the faith we confess and the
faith practiced. Such skills serve to avoid resorting to
resources, approaches, and values that are
surprisingly inconsistent with one’s theological
convictions in the search for guidance that seems
sensible. TR serves to be a deliberate step toward
the integration that sustains integrity in our faith. How
then does TR as a way of theologizing enhance our
life and ministry?

First, TR posits that our everyday living is an important
agenda for faith and that faith has a voice in everyday
life. It is an activity of integration and reciprocity.
Its purpose is to bridge the gap between professed
theology and operative theology. The process of
TR as a way of doing theology begins from the
experiences of life and leads to searching in faith for
deeper meaning and for the living God. It then seeks
to explore and integrate the intersection of God'’s
revelation for life and ministry. The result is a “living
theology,” when theological understandings are
examined in light of contemporary experience.* The
process helps to “generate theology” rather than just

accepting theology as a “dead tradition.” In the
words of John Swinton, “Theological truth is thus
seen to be emergent and dialectical, having to be
carved out within the continuing dialogue between
the Christian tradition and the historical existence
of church and world.”®

Second, TR aids in the spiritual formation of the
seminarian-pastor. As a person reflects upon his
circumstances in reference to his faith, there is a
growing awareness of a transcendent reality. In
defining spirituality, Sandra Schneiders describes
it as “the experience of consciously striving to
integrate one’s life in terms not of isolation and
self-absorption but of self-transcendence toward
the ultimate value one perceives.” It is in this
reflection that the formation of faith takes place
as one recognizes the possibility of knowing and
being known by the transcendent God.®! The
reflection then shapes a person both in
perspectives and in practice through his
responses to all of life resulting from TR.

Third, TR as a discipline enhances leadership
formation. In the ministry, one of the crucial areas
of equipping the minister is that of the knowledge
and understanding of God and His ways. TR is
not just a discipline to make sense of life; it is an
integration of experience with theology in the
quest for truth.® It is in the process of TR that the
Christian minister develops authenticity in the
discharge of his duties through the transformation
that takes place. Paul Ricouer aptly captures this
concept in his definition of reflection: “Reflection
is the appropriation of our effort to exist and of
our desire to be, through the works which bear
witness to that effort and desire.””® Therefore,
reflection is primarily an appropriation, that is
to say, an act of making one’s own, or simply,
an act of owning, claiming, or taking hold." TR
as a discipline allows for informal learning to take
place in which giftedness, role, and influence
come into alignment with experience,
personality, formation, opportunity,
and destiny."? Through an authentic
life of ministry resulting from TR, the
minister allows the Word of God to
take hold of him before he asks for
it to take hold of his hearers.

In the Old Testament, knowing
God is very much an
experiential knowledge of
God’s revelation. Groome
attests, “In the biblical
understanding then, people
come to know the Lord in



the midst of historical experience, by reflecting on the
activity of God there, by entering a relationship with
God and God’s people, and by their lived response to
that relationship.”*®

This knowing is characterized by the Hebrew word
“yada”, which generally refers to knowledge, that
of God, others, and the world that comes through
experience. TR is a recalling of an experience
and a retelling of the story, allowing the reality to
be reconstructed to stir the heart to the responses
invoked within it. Purves rightly points out that the
primary job of a pastor is not to fix problems of
members; rather, it is to ‘“listen for‘entrance
ramps’ that leads us from presenting problem to a
discussion of the real truth of the person’s life, which
is the person’s union with Christ.”'* This basic work
of ministry must necessarily be guiding the people of
God to see God in one’s life and to bring the Story
of God into the story of our life for the purpose of
forming and shaping the way we live.'

Jesus said, “Therefore, every teacher of the law who
has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven
is like the owner of a house who brings out of his
storeroom new treasures as well as old” (Matt 13:52).
In equipping ministers to meet the “cry for wisdom,”
through TR, we will be training “bearers of the
presence of Christ,” to reveal an incarnational life
and ministry after the One who has commissioned
them.

Footnotes:

' John Chalmers, “Deep Structures: reforming supervision on the
cusp of a new millennium,” (Unpublished paper presented at
ANZATFE Conference, Banyo, Queensland, 1997).
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2 Jessy Jaison, “Practical Theology: A Transformative Praxis
in Theological Education towards Holistic Formation,” Journal
of Theological Education and Mission, (February 2010), 76-
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Theologically. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2006.

4 John Swinton, From Bedlam to Shalom (New York: Peter Lang
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Studies 50, (1989), 684.
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Theological Reflection,” 6/2006, 6.

® Robert L. Kinast, What Are They Saying About Theological
Reflection? (New York: Paulist, 2000), 1.

'© Paul Ricoeur, “Freud and Philosophy,” 46; “The Hermeneutics
of Symbols and Philosophical Reflection: II,” The Conflict of
Interpretations: Essays in Hermeneutics, 329.

" Alexis Deodato S. Itao, “Paul Ricoeur’s Hermeneutics of
Symbols,” 1-17.

2Robert J. Clinton, Leadership Emergence Theory:
A Self-Study Manual for Analyzing the Development of a
Christian Leader (Altadena: Barnabas Resources, 1989), 381.

¥ Thomas Groome, Christian Religious Education: Sharing our
Story and Vision (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1980),
145.

“ Andrew Purves, Reconstructing Pastoral Theology: A
Christological Foundation (Louisville: Westminster John
Knox Press, 2004), 162.

' Carla Adele McCrea Stengel, Pastoral Supervision in
Theological Education, (Doctor of Ministry Project Report,
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BTS Welcomes a New Faculty Member:

Dr Sim Swee Kee

BTS is happy to announce that Dr Swee Kee Sim has joined us as a part-time faculty member to teach
in the area of Pastoral Ministry. Swee Kee is Malaysian but has lived and served in Singapore for
many years. She is married to Charles Lim, who works in an accounting firm. After graduating from

Malaysia Baptist Theological Seminary in 1985, she served as associate pastor in Canaan Baptist Church
in Kuala Lumpur for three years. She joined New Life Baptist Church in Singapore in 1989 and served

MDiv degrees.

enrolled in

there for more than twenty years, first as minister of membership and evangelism, then as associate
pastor of Christian education and missions, and later as pastor in charge and senior pastor. In
Singapore, Swee Kee also studied at Singapore Bible College where she earned MCS and
While pastoring, she was active in several Baptist Convention committees,
providing valuable leadership in the Christian education department, the Pastoral Development
Institute, the Executive Committee, and the seminary Board of Management.

In 2010, Swee Kee stepped down as senior pastor of New Life Baptist Church and
the Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Leadership program. She recently graduated. BTS is delighted to have a faculty member of her
qualities and experience, and warmly welcomes Dr Sim!

Seminary Doctor of Ministry in



4th Pillar of Leadership Seminar & Alumni Updates

4th Pillars of Leadership Seminar Ng Seng Sum

Ng Seng Sum, a masters student at BTS and a member of Queenstown Baptist Church, shares his reflections
on the 4th Pillars of Leadership (POL) training, which was held on 1 November last year. Rev Dr David Wong
spoke on biblical examples of leaders, and Dr John Ng (Meta Consulting/Eagles Communications) highlighted
the qualities of great leaders. The training, part of the seminary’s 25th Anniversary celebration, served to equip
Christians to grow together in Christ in community, and to nurture a common grammar of faith for mutual edification,
Christian witness, and spiritual unity.

There is a great hunger for leadership all over the world and Singapore is no exception. A google on ‘leadership
seminars in Singapore reveals pages of seminars, training courses and conferences on leadership. Leadership is
ranked as the top issue among our Baptist family. The seminar, ‘Pillars of Leadership’ is BTS’ contribution to the
challenge of leadership. We had two experienced and successful leaders, Rev Dr David Wong and Dr John Ng,
conducting the seminar. Their approaches were different but both were relevant.

Rev Wong used the inductive approach for his theme, “Leadership as Partnership: Faster Alone, Farther Together”.
He started from the specific study of the leadership of Moses and Elijah which showed the benefits of partnership
and the pitfalls of going it alone. Our ministries extend beyond our generation. For these ministries to succeed, we
need others who can complement us and carry them forward so that they will not terminate with us. It is obvious and
simple, yet many want to go solo. Why? We want to go faster; we do not want to waste time and effort to convince
and teach others of our vision and goals. We are ignorant, like Elijah who was unaware that seven thousand in
Israel have not bowed down to Baal. The pitfall of going alone is “burn out,” as seen in the life of Elijah.

Dr. John Ng took the deductive approach to speak on “The Making of a Great Leader: Fresh Perspective for the
New Generation.” His framework and model is based on four critical components: Value-Centeredness, Calling,
Competence and Character. He illustrated his framework in the life and career of the basketball player, Michael
Jordan. His model reflects the complexity of leadership. It is not just the components that are critical but also their
proper admixture. Leaders can become dysfunctional when there is an improper admixture of these components.
As Dr Ng, says, “If we have calling, but do not have competence and character, we become demagogues - political
agitators, appealing to mob instincts.” The framework is not easy to internalize. Its outworking requires effort.
Nonetheless, it is a warning to us to at least bear in mind this framework and use it to improve our leadership and
to avert pitfalls.
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Alumni Updates

Alumni couple Leonard and Peck Ee Heng (both MDiv, 1990)
are serving in Canada with The Salvation Army. We contacted
Leonard in Alberta, Canada, by email and received this update
from him: “After graduation in 1990, we served as missionaries
with the Singapore Baptist Convention. Then we returned to
Singapore for 7 years. While | continued with my service in
local mission, Peck Ee served with the Ministry Of Education.
We moved to Toronto, Canada, in 2006. Peck Ee served in a
language school and then with the Family Services of the
Salvation Army. | worked as the coordinator for multi-cultural
ministries. We were commissioned as Salvation Army officers in
2013. In July 2014, we moved to Peace River Community Church in
Alberta. We are also actively involved in meeting the social needs of
the community and, besides the church, we run the thrift store and
the food bank for needy people. Thank God for His grace, which is
sufficient in every situation!”

Leonard and Peck Ee with their son, Philemon. >
Their daughter, Phoebe, lives in Toronto.



My response
“ As God leads me, I want to train with BTS.”

Financial Report

| am interested in part- or full-time theological studies and

Annual Budget' $1 215 3592 would like to have more information.
) ’ ’ | am interested in attending an evening class. Please get
Receipts to date (Nov 2014): in touch with me.

$236’474 | would like to know about the training options available

Expenses to date (Nov 2014): for lay persons.
$363,986 | would like to get information about the Union University

L Doctor of Ministry Program in Singapore.
Deficit to date (Nov 2014):
$127,512 My particulars

Name (Dr/ Rev / Mr/ Mrs / Mdm / Miss)

Courses offered in Semester 2, |

2014/15 e
Handphone ... Home PhoNe ...

Intensive Course |

“Theology of CS Lewis” AGAIESS .ot

Dr Mark McKim l ................................................................................................... SINGAPONE ...

Date: 3-8 January 2015 |

Time: 8:30am - 1:00pm | (@ T (]

“Pastoral Theology & Ministry” L ———— Date filled in ...

Dr Gary Choong

Date: 5-9 January 2015 l

Time: 8:30am - 1:00pm | My res pOﬂSe

Day Courses | “ With God’s help, I want to give to BTS.”

Biblical Greek Il | | will give to BTS’ General Operation Fund the sum/pledge

Hebrew Il Of S o

Pastoral Counseling Il l | want to help BTS undergraduate students by giving to the

Pastoral Theology & Ministry | BTS Scholarship Fund the sum/pledge of S$ ...

E\):zr?g:i:scr;nozp;furch Growth | | want to help Christian ministers to upgrade by giving to

the Doctor of Ministry Financial Assistance Fund the sum/
Biblical Hermeneutics | oledge of S$ .

Systematic Theology I
| | want to help BTS purchase library books and media

History of Christianity I o
resources by giving the sum/pledge of S$ ...

Cultural & Strategic Issues in Missions |

Biblical Hermeneutics | hereby enclose a cheque as my contribution

Old Testament Prophets | | SE o BaNK .o
Spiritual Formation |

Intro to Christian Education | ChequE NUMDET ...
Marriage & Family Please detach the completed response and particulars slip,
ot Christian Missions oo ol friodu

We welcome you to take courses for credit | #01-01 Baptist Centre, Singapore 534761.

Z: ;‘:;::gg;:_f%ﬁ:;g?faﬁ: 2";7128022"1;13" | Cheques must be crossed and made payable to Baptist Theological

Seminary
206.



20718 July Enrolmeant
j

3 Now 002n for application

Applications will close on

" 1st May 2015

The seminary is registered with the Ministry of Education, and is accredited by the Association for Theological
Education in Southeast Asia (ATESEA) and Asia Theological Association (ATA).

Diploma/Degree Duration of Study Pre-requisites
A(g}?r?;eign])slﬂ(;ﬁ:/m 1 year full-time GCE A-level certificate, polytechnic
S P (4 years for part-time) diploma, or equivalent
Graduate Diploma | vear full-tim
in Christian Studies/ @ eZ:s for ; iy tieme) Bachelor degree or equivalent
Intercultural Studies v g
Srelielorat Uheslasy D At least 24 years 'of age, GCE A—leYel certificate,
polytechnic diploma, or equivalent
Master of Arts in (3_52 y:;rrss for At least 24 years of age,
Christian Studies yes Bachelor degree or equivalent
part-time)
Master of Arts in (3_52 y::rrss for At least 24 years of age,
Intercultural Studies yee Bachelor degree or equivalent
part-time)
e At least 24 years of age,
y Bachelor degree or equivalent
Master of Divini
R (3_52 }}::;: for At least 24 years of age,
L Bachelor of Theology (min. 2.7 GPA)
Docto.r o MmIStr}.] ) Master of Divinity (min. 3.0 GPA) or equivalent;
R Sl S0 ey 3 years of ministry after completing Master of Divinity
Leadership

Doctor of Ministry Studies

The Doctor of Ministry program is offered by BTS in conjunction with the School of Theology
and Missions of Union University (Tennessee, USA). The degree will be awarded by Union
University with BTS administering this program as a partner in theological education. The Doctor
of Ministry is designed to deepen understanding of the nature and purpose of Christian ministry,
and to advance competency in it. The program serves to enhance the art and practice of
expository preaching and effective leadership. Studies can be completed at Union
University or BTS, and will be taught by visiting Union University professors and BTS faculty
members. Students will have the opportunity to obtain a good education at affordable costs,
with the added benefit of being able to upgrade their skills while continuing in their present

P ministry.
UUNIOMN  If you would like to have more information, please visit www.bts.org.sg (under ‘Academic/
UNIVERSITY Programs of Study,” or contact BTS Registrar Mr Tan Kim Tian at kt.tan @bts.org.sg.
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